Expedition Boomerang
Meeting Minutes – August 11, 2019
Meeting via Zoom – Guy opened meeting, participant dial in Meeting ID 8959761238
Start Time – 8pm AEST
Present: Jonathan Clarke, Guy Murphy, Shane Usher, Sandy Dance, David Cooper, Andrew Wheeler, Hugh Carigg, Jennifer Lane
Apologies: Steve Whitfield, Dianne McGrath
1. Revised Crew List

The revised crew list is as follows.

Dr David Cooper

Dr Sandy Dance

Dianne McGrath

Guy Murphy 

Dr Shane Usher

Andrew Wheeler

Steve Whitfield 
Jennifer Lane

We currently have 5 crew confirmed on each rotation, and need a minimum of 6.  (We can go up to 7).  In terms of demographic/skills mix, we need to increase the female representation on each rotation, and also ideally introduce additional people with field research skills.  A number of strategies are suggested for recruiting additional crew.  

· Current crew members ask around amongst acquaintances and seek to identify potential crew.
· Ask US Mars Society to allocate additional crew members.
· Haritina Mogosunu from the New Zealand Mars Society has offered to recruit 2 female crew members and to assist with obtaining funding for them.  
· Put out a general public call for applications, accepting that resultant applicants may not be people with related research interests or an association with the Mars Society. 

General support for contacting the New Zealanders.  Jon Clarke has also emailed Graziella Caprielli and Martin Kranendonk for suggestions.  Hugh Carigg will approach some potential science interested people he knows.  We will continue to 
Guy invited Andrew to also join the first crew if he would like to.  Guy invited Andrew to be mission Commander for the second crew rotation, which he would be eligible for if he participated in both.  

2. Packing List & Guide to Hanksville
These have been forwarded by Jon Clarke and are attached for reference.  The packing list is from some time ago, but remains a good general guide.  
3. Flight Arrangement
Can people forward their flight details for me to put on file once booked.
4. Emergency Contact
Could people please forward emergency contact details to me if you haven’t already.  This information will be kept private.  A copy will be lodged with Jon Clarke.  It will be accessed only in the event of an emergency.

4. Logo

Jennifer Lane has taken over the mission patch project.  
5. Whatsapp
Sandy has set up a Whatsapp list for crew discussionb.  We note that Andrew is not on this list as he doesn’t have a Whatsapp friendly phone.  
6. Research Projects

Andrew Wheeler discussed the apparatus he is proposing to bring on the expedition.  Hugh asked about how things are shipped to the MDRS.  Andrew is taking his apparatus as checked luggage as it is fairly small in size.  Hugh & Andrew discussed issues with batteries.  

David Cooper is not continuing with his proposed human biome research study due to cost constraints with processing samples.  He will focus on a micrometeorite study involving fieldwork.  He needs to purchase a magnet in the US and have it shipped to the MDRS.  Deliveries can be sent to the Hanksville Post Office.  Need to allow sufficient time for deliveries to arrive.  No plans to use the observatory as yet.  

Hugh discussed his planned ground station setup and Andrew explored potential collaboration between their projects.  Shane suggested discussing these ideas with Ashley Hill.  

Jon mentioned it is critical any network equipment does not connect to the internet or airport frequencies.  Even in flight mode there is some clandestine data download being undertaken by phones.  We need to turn off automatic updates on gadgets as there are only 500mb available per day.  
7. Daily Schedule & Briefs
We will prepare a daily schedule of EVA’s and everyone’s activities to guide our work through the mission.  Crew will need assistance with putting on space suits, taking them off, radio communications.  We need to meet the requirements of MDRS management for maintaining the station, reporting etc.  Will need a cooking, cleaning schedule.  We need to plan back-up activities in case of rain stopping the EVA schedule.  

Will have a format of morning briefs to go over what is planned for the day after breakfast, and evening briefs to review and plan for the next day.  We want everyone to have the experience of undertaking EVA’s.  
8. Flights
Recommend booking as soon as possible to lock in cheap flights.  
At the end of the expedition we will get back to Grand Junction on the evening of Sunday 24th November.  Suggest flying out Monday 25th November at the earliest to allow for possible delays.  
9. Allocated Drivers
We need to identify 2 allocated drivers to take the MDRS vehicle to & fro between Grand Junction and the MDRS, and also be able to undertake any potential unexpected trips to Hanksville to pick up supplies or in response to an emergency etc.  Andrew volunteered to assist as he has driven 4WD off road and in the US before. 

NEXT meeting on Zoom 8pm Melbourne time 1 September 2019 Meeting ID 8959761238
